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Abstract: A new name, Phoenix lallani R. Kr. Singh, is proposed herein to replace the illegitimate name P. 

andamanensis S. Barrow, being a later homonym of Phoenix andamanensis Sander & C. F. Sander ex R. H. 

Pearson. 
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Introduction 

The Old World genus Phoenix L. (family Arecaceae, subfamily Coryphoideae, tribe Phoeniceae) 

consists of 14 species and one variety, viz. P. acaulis Roxb., P. andamanensis S.Barrow, P. atlantica 

A.Chev., P. caespitosa Chiov., P. canariensis H.Wildpret, P. dactylifera L., P. loureiroi Kunth var. 

loureiroi, P. loureiroi var. pedunculata (Griff.) Govaerts, P. paludosa Roxb., P. pusilla Gaertn., P. 

reclinata Jacq., P. roebelenii O'Brien, P. rupicola T.Anderson, P. sylvestris (L.) Roxb. and P. theophrasti 

Greuter, and two hybrids, namely P. × intermedia Naudin ex Becc. [P. canariensis × P. dactylifera] and 

P. × nabonnandii Nabonnand [P. canariensis × P. reclinata × P. roebelenii] (POWO, 2024). In India, the 

genus is represented by eight species and one variety, viz. P. acaulis, P. andamanensis, P. dactylifera 

(cultivated), P. loureiroi var. loureiroi, P. loureiroi var. pedunculata, P. paludosa, P. pusilla, P. rupicola 

and P. sylvestris. However, the name P. andamanensis S.Barrow (1998: 538) is illegitimate because it 

is a later homonym of P. andamanensis Sander & C.F.Sander ex R.H.Pearson (1913: 294) in 

accordance to Article 53.1 in Turland et al. (2018). Therefore, a new, replacement name is proposed 

here.  
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Figure 1: Holotype of Phoenix andamanensis S.Barrow (K000736131, © The Trustees of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew). 
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Nomenclature 

Phoenix lallani R. Kr. Singh, nom. nov. 

≡ Phoenix andamanensis S. Barrow, Kew Bull. 53(3): 538. 1998, non Sander & C. F. Sander ex R. H. 

Pearson, Gard. Chron. ser. 3, 53(1375): 294. 1913 et W. T. Mill., J. G. Sm. & N. Taylor, Stand. Cycl. 

Hort. 5: 2594. 1916. 

Holotype: India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, North Andaman Island, c 700 m, 14 December 1990, 

J.L. Ellis 14189 (K000736131!, Figure 1). 

Distribution: Endemic to Andaman Islands, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, India (Barrow, 1998; 

Mathew, 2016). 

Etymology: The new name is named after in obeisance and remembrance of my father late Shri Lallan 

Singh. 
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