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Abstract 

A new name, Vernonia shankarii R. Kr. Singh, Ch. S. Reddy & Sanjeet Kumar, is proposed 

here as a replacement name for the illegitimate name V. concinna S. Moore, being a later 

homonym of V. concinna Gleason. In addition, the name V. concinna S. Moore is also 

lectotypified. 

INTRODUCTION 

The genus Vernonia Schreb. (Asteraceae: Vernonieae) consists of about 336 species 

worldwide (POWO 2023). During the study of this genus in India and examining certain 
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collections, the authors come across the species name V. concinna S. Moore (1914: 93), 

which is endemic to Angola. On detail examination, it was found that the name V. concinna 

S. Moore is illegitimate due to being a later homonym of V. concinna Gleason (1906: 225), as 

per Article 53.1 of the ICN (Turland et al. 2018).  

Therefore, a new name, V. shankarii R. Kr. Singh, Ch. S. Reddy & Sanjeet Kumar is 

herein proposed as a replacement name for V. concinna S. Moore. Furthermore, the lectotype 

for the name V. concinna S. Moore is designated here in accordance with the guidelines and 

recommendations of Article 9 of the Shenzhen Code (Turland et al. 2018). 

NOMENCLATURE 

Vernonia shankarii R. Kr. Singh, Ch. S. Reddy & Sanjeet Kumar, nom. nov. 

Vernonia concinna S. Moore, J. Bot. 52: 93. 1914, nom. illeg., non Gleason, Bull. New York 

Bot. Gard. 4: 225. 1906.  

Lectotype (designated here): Angola, Amboim-Novo Redondo, near the Forte Quissaca, 29 

June 1908, J. Gossweiler 4480 (BM000629399!, Figure 1); isolectotype K000273136 (Figure 

2). 

Distribution: Endemic to Angola. 

Etymology: The new name is named after in fond remembrance of late Shri Shankar Singh, 

great grandfather of lead author, during the period of Pitru Paksha in the month of 

Bhadrapada. 

Notes: In the protologue of Vernonia concinna, Moore (1914) mentioned type information as 

“Hab. Angola, Amboim-Novo Redondo, near the Forte Quissaca; Gossweiler, 4480”, but by 

the practice of that time, he did not designate a holotype. Two specimens were traced for the 

name V. concinna S. Moore, one each at BM (BM000629399) and K (K000273136). The 

best one and better-preserved specimen BM000629399, is designated here as the lectotype as 

it agrees well with the protologue. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The lead author is thankful to the Director, Botanical Survey of India, Kolkata for providing 

facilities and continual support. Corresponding author is thankful to the Principal of SRR & 

CVR Govt. Degree College, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. Authors are also grateful to the 

curators of BM and K for the images and information of type specimens. 

 

JBC-APRF-7(4): 19-20, 2023 Singh et al. 2023 



 
 

 

Figure 1: Lectotype of Vernonia concinna S.Moore (BM000629399, © The Natural History 

Museum, London) 
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Figure 2: Isolectotype of Vernonia concinna S.Moore (K000273136, © The Trustees of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) 
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