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During the survey of DBT (Department of
Biotechnology) sponsored  project-  “Orchid
Bioresources of the North East India-
Conservation,  database  development  and
networking” (Grant No.:
102/1.F.D./SAN/4311-4316; Serial No.: 435-443-
Reg. /Grant). A few of a flock of about 15 Oriental
White Eye (OWE)s Zosterops palpebrosus were
sighted (N 24° 48’ 33.2", E 93° 55’ 56.5", 761 m;
GARMIN-VISTA HCx) dt. 28 October 2017 in
the morning about at 7: 15 AM near an urbanized
and world famous IMA Keithel (Market) on the

tree of Spondias pinnata (Family: Anacardiaceae;

information

Figure 1). OWE is 7-10 cm long with yellowish
olive upper parts, yellow throat and vent, belly is
whitish grey and white eye ring (Grimmett et al.
2011). After observation of about 1 hr (7: 15 AM

to 8: 15 AM) during collection of Vanda coerulea
(Blue orchid of Manipur), it was confirmed that
birds were consuming the tender leaves and fruits
of S. pinnata by observing the littered eaten fruits
on ground below the tree. S. pinnata (L.f.) Kurz is
a native edible fruiting tree species of India. It is
categorized as wild edible plants having economic
values and preferred tree species for the plantation
in urban areas. It is thoroughly planted with
African Tulip Tree (Spathodea campanulata) in the
Imphal city. S. pinnata is native to Philippines and
Indo-China and is distributed up to 1200 m and
widely cultivated and naturalized in Bhutan, China,
Nepal, Myanmar and India. It comes under
deciduous vegetation and about 12-20 m tall having
white glabrous flowers. Fruits are drupe, elliptic-

ovoid and olive green colour turned orange when
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ripen (Ghate et al. 2014). On 29 October 2017, in
the same place, it was observed that, OWE also
consuming the fruits of Ziziphus mauritiana Lam.
(Figure 2) and foraging on flower of Bottle grass
(Callistemon lanceolatus Sm. Sweet.; Figure 3). Z.
mauritiana is the indigenous fruits of Manipur
having sound economic and nutritional values. It is
a medium sized tree belongs to family
Rhamanaceae (Rathore, 2009). Bottle grass is a
ornamental plants belonging to family Myrtaceae
and mainly it is planted in garden and on road side
(Chauhan et al. 2017). OWE was using the flowers
of Bottle grass as nectar. The present observation is
a new addition to the list of birds reported to have
fruits and tender leaves of S. pinnata as their diet -
Tent making bat Artibeus watsoni (Mitchell &
Daly, 2015), Common Fruit Bat Artibeus
jamaicensis (Handley et al. 1991), Fruit bat
Pteropus giganteus (Fleming, 1987), fruits of
Ziziphus spp.- Orange breasted green pigeons
Treron bicinctus (David et al. 2015), and flowers of
Callistemon spp. - Lorikeet Trichoglossus
moluccanus (Ford et al.  1979). It was also
observed that OWE also perches on Lantana
camara. It is reported that OWE used to consume
Scurrula species (Devkota & Kunwar, 2006),
Trema orientalis (Kamruzzaman & Asmat, 2008).
As OWE is a non-exclusive foragers and highly
selective foragers (Sundar & Chandra, 2002;
Kamruzzaman & Asmat, 2008), it is necessary to
document the food plants for its diet for the
conservation of this bird species. The present
observation recommends the need for plantation of
S. pinnata, Ziziphus Sp. & Bottle grass, and other
such plant species in urban and semi-urban areas of
its distributional regions for the conservation of this

avian species.
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Figure 2: Foraging on the tree of Z. mauritiana

Figure 3: Foraging on the tree C. lanceolatus
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